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1
RED LIGHT VIOLATOR WARNING

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to traffic control
systems and more specifically to, a red light violator warning
system.

In general, traffic management systems are utilized to con-
trol the operation of traffic signals along arterial roads. The
goal of the traffic management system is to maximize vehicle
throughput on the arterial road while minimizing delays.
Traffic signal controllers are used to control the operation of
traffic signals along the arterial roads and to adjust the signal
phasing and timing based on the time and day of the week.

Currently, many traffic management systems include red
light violator detection systems that are configured to detect
the violation of red light and to record the violations. These
red light violator detection systems typically include one or
more sensors that are configured to detect that a vehicle has
violated a camera that captures one or more images of the
violation, such as images of the driver of the vehicle and the
license plate of the vehicle.

While red light violator detection systems are useful for
detecting the violation of a red light and providing data to
generate a citation for the offending driver, the red light
violator detection systems are not configured to enhance the
safety of the intersection by alerting the other drivers in the
intersection that a red light violation is about to occur.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, a method for providing a
red light violator warning includes detecting that a first
vehicle is about to violate a red light at an intersection. Based
on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate the red
light at the intersection, the method includes broadcasting a
warning message to all connected vehicles in proximity of the
intersection of a pending red light violation and determining
if the first vehicle is a connected vehicle. Based on determin-
ing that the first vehicle is a connected vehicle, the method
further includes transmitting a notification message to the
first vehicle warning of a pending red light violation.

According to another embodiment, a roadside equipment
having a processor configured to operate a traffic signal for an
intersection is provided, the processor configured to perform
a method that includes detecting that a first vehicle is about to
violate a red light at an intersection. Based on detecting that
the first vehicle is about to violate the red light at the inter-
section, the method includes broadcasting a warning message
to all connected vehicles in proximity of the intersection of a
pending red light violation and determining if the first vehicle
is a connected vehicle. Based on determining that the first
vehicle is a connected vehicle, the method further includes
transmitting a notification message to the first vehicle warn-
ing of a pending red light violation.

According to yet another embodiment, a computer pro-
gram product for providing a red light violator warning is
provided. The computer program product includes a tangible
storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing
instructions for execution by the processing circuit for per-
forming a method. The method includes detecting that a first
vehicle is about to violate a red light at an intersection. Based
on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate the red
light at the intersection, the method includes broadcasting a
warning message to all connected vehicles in proximity of the
intersection of a pending red light violation and determining
if the first vehicle is a connected vehicle. Based on determin-
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2

ing that the first vehicle is a connected vehicle, the method
further includes transmitting a notification message to the
first vehicle warning of a pending red light violation.
Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better
understanding of the invention with the advantages and the
features, refer to the description and to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG.11s a schematic diagram illustrating an intersection in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of roadside equipment in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 3 is a flow chart diagram illustrating a method for
providing a red light violator warning in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments include methods, systems and
computer program products for providing a red light violator
warning. In exemplary embodiments, roadside equipment at
anintersection is configured to detect that a vehicle approach-
ing the intersection is likely going to violate a red light. In
response to detecting that a vehicle approaching the intersec-
tion is likely going to violate a red light, the roadside equip-
ment is configured to notify other vehicles at the intersection
of the pending red light violation. In one embodiment, the
notification includes sending warning messages to vehicles at
the intersection that are capable of receiving messages from
the roadside equipment. In exemplary embodiments, the noti-
fication also includes sending a notification message to the
vehicle that is about to violate the red light.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a block diagram of an intersection
100 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment is shown.
As illustrated, the intersection 100 of a main street 102 and a
side street 104 includes a traffic signal 106 that is configured
to control the flow of vehicles 112a-1124d through the inter-
section 100. In exemplary embodiments, the traffic signal 106
is controlled by a traffic signal controller 108, which is part of
roadside equipment 114. In exemplary embodiments, the
roadside equipment 114 is in communication with a traffic
management system 110 and one or more of the vehicles
112a-112d may be configured communicate with the road-
side equipment 114 via wireless communication devices. In
exemplary embodiments, the management system 110 may
be connected to the roadside equipment 114 by a fiber optic
cable, copper wire, or by other suitable means. In exemplary
embodiments, the traffic signal controller 108 may receive
signal control plans from the traffic management system 110
which are used to govern the operation of the traffic signal 106
during different times of the day and days of the week. In
exemplary embodiments, the roadside equipment 114
includes all of the equipment needed to control the signal 106
for the intersection 100. While the roadside equipment 114 is
illustrated as a single device, those of ordinary skill in the art
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will understand that the roadside equipment 114 may com-
prise multiple pieces of equipment located in the vicinity of
the intersection 100.

In exemplary embodiments, the roadside equipment 114 is
configured to communicate with sensors 116, which are con-
figured to detect the presence of a car. In exemplary embodi-
ments, the traffic signal controller 108 receives input signals
from the sensors 116 and calculates that a pending violation
of a red light of the traffic signal 106 is about to occur. For
example, the traffic signal controller 108 may determine,
based on readings from the sensors 116, that vehicle 112a is
approaching a red light at the intersection 100 at a rate of
speed which will likely result in the vehicle 112a violating the
red light. In exemplary embodiments, the sensors 116 may
include cameras, radar equipment, transceivers, proximity
sensors in the road, or the like. The traffic signal controller
108 may use one or more sensors 116 individually or in a
variety of combinations to detect that a vehicle is about to
violate a red light of the intersection.

In response to detecting the pending red light violation, the
roadside equipment 114 will broadcast a warning message of
the pending red light violation. In exemplary embodiments,
not all vehicles 112a-112¢ are able to receive messages from
the roadside equipment 114. For example, vehicle 11256 may
include the necessary wireless communications equipment to
receive the warning message broadcast by the roadside equip-
ment 114 while vehicle 112¢ may not be able to receive the
warning message broadcast by the roadside equipment 114.
In exemplary embodiments, upon receiving the warning mes-
sage the vehicle 1125 alerts the driver of the vehicle 1125 that
another vehicle 1124 is about to violate a red light. Depending
onthe type of alertused, the vehicle 11256 may also inform the
driver of the direction of travel of the vehicle 1124 that is
about to violate the red light.

In exemplary embodiments, the warning message broad-
cast by the roadside equipment 114 can be received by con-
nected devices near the intersection 114. As used herein, the
term connected devices refers to any device which has the
necessary wireless communications equipment to send and/
or receive messages from roadside equipment. For example,
a smartphone or tablet near the intersection 100 may be
capable of receiving the warning message broadcast by the
roadside equipment 114. Likewise, the term connected
vehicle refers to a vehicle which has the necessary wireless
communications equipment to send and/or receive messages
from roadside equipment. In exemplary embodiments, upon
receiving the warning message the connected device alerts
the user of the connected device that a vehicle 1124 is about
to violate a red light. Depending on the type of alert used, the
connected device may also inform the user of the direction of
travel of the vehicle 1124 that is about to violate the red light.

In exemplary embodiments, in response to detecting a
pending red light violation by vehicle 112a, the roadside
equipment 114 will determine if the vehicle 1124 is a con-
nected. If the vehicle 1124 is a connected vehicle, the road-
side equipment 114 will transmit a notification message to the
vehicle 112a that notifies the vehicle 1124 that it is about to
violate a red light. In exemplary embodiments, the notifica-
tion message instructs the vehicle 112a to take a warning
action to warn other nearby vehicles that vehicle 112a is
about to violate the red light. In exemplary embodiments,
such a warning action may include, but is not limited to, one
ormore of: flashing of the headlights of vehicle 112a; flashing
of the turn lights of vehicle 112q; flashing of the brake lights
of vehicle 112a; honking a horn of vehicle 112a; activating
the windshield wipers of vehicle 112a; or the like.
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It will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art
that the methods and systems used to provide a red light
violator warning as described above can be adapted to pro-
vide a stop sign violator warning as well. For example, the
roadside equipment may determine that vehicle is about to
run a stop sign based on one or more signals from sensors near
an intersection. Based on determining that a vehicle is about
to run a stop sign, the roadside equipment may transmit a
notification message to the vehicle and a warning message to
all connected devices in proximity of the intersection.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a block diagram of roadside
equipment 200 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
is shown. As illustrated, the roadside equipment 200 includes
a network interface 202, a processor 204, a memory 206, a
battery 208, a power source 210, a transceiver 212, and an
antenna 214. In one embodiment, the network interface 202 is
configured to connect the roadside equipment 200 to a traffic
management system via an Ethernet cable. The roadside
equipment 200 is configured to receive information from the
traffic management system and to use the processor 204 and
the memory 206 to process and store the received informa-
tion. In exemplary embodiments, the memory 206 may
include any of a wide variety of memory devices including
volatile and non-volatile memory devices. In exemplary
embodiments, the processor 204 may include one or more
processing unit and at least one of the processing units is
configured to operate as the traffic signal controller.

In exemplary embodiments, the roadside equipment 200 is
configured to receive power from power source 210 and to
charge a battery 208. The battery 208 is configured to provide
power to the roadside equipment 200 in the event of an inter-
ruption or failure of the power source 210. In exemplary
embodiments, the power source 210 may be a power over
Ethernet power source and the network interface 202 may be
configured to receive both data and power over an Ethernet
connection. In exemplary embodiments, the battery 208 may
be a lead acid battery, a lithium ion battery, a nickel cadmium
battery or the like.

In exemplary embodiments, the roadside equipment 200
includes multiple transceivers 212 and antennas 214 which
are each configured to communicate on different communi-
cations channels, or frequencies. In other embodiments, the
roadside equipment 200 may be configured to use a single
antenna 214 and transceiver 212 to communicate over a range
of communications channels, or frequencies. In exemplary
embodiments, the transceivers 212 and antennas 214 of the
roadside equipment 200 are configured to communicate with
connected vehicles and other connected devices within range
of' the roadside equipment 200. For example, the transceivers
212 may include a 5.9 GHz short range wireless communi-
cations device that is capable of both sending and receiving
messages from nearby vehicles.

In exemplary embodiments, the roadside equipment 200
may include a warning indicator 216 that is configured to be
activated upon the determination that a vehicle is about to
violate a red light of the intersection controlled by the road-
side equipment 200. In exemplary embodiments, the warning
indicator 216 may be a horn, a strobe light, or any other
suitable device which is capable of alerting people in the
vicinity of the intersection of a pending red light violation.

Those of skill in the art will recognize that not all details are
shown in the simplified block diagram shown in FIG. 2. In
exemplary embodiments, the antenna 214 may be dedicated
to a single transceiver 212, or may be connected to be shared
with other components. The processor 204 may be configured
to perform only the processes described herein, or can also be
configured to perform other processes for the operation and
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management the roadside equipment 200. The various com-
ponents of the roadside equipment 200 as shown in FIG. 2
may be constructed as separate elements connected to com-
municate with each other or two or more of these components
could be integrated into a single device.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a flow chart diagram illustrating a
method 300 for providing a red light violator warning in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment is shown. As
shown at block 302, the method 300 includes detecting that a
first vehicle is about to violate a red light at an intersection.
Next, as shown at block 304, the method 300 includes broad-
casting a warning message to all connected devices in prox-
imity of the intersection of a pending red light violation. As
illustrated at decision block 306, the method includes deter-
mining if the first vehicle is a connected vehicle. If the first
vehicle is a connected vehicle, the method proceeds to block
308 and transmits a notification message to the first vehicle
warning of the pending red light violation. In exemplary
embodiments, the notification message instructs the first
vehicle to take a warning action to alert nearby individuals
that the first vehicle is about to violate the red light. If the first
vehicleis nota connected vehicle, the method 300 proceeds to
block 310 and activates a warning indicator at the intersection
if the roadside equipment includes a warning indicator. In
exemplary embodiments, the method 300 may also proceed
to block 310 and activate a warning indicator at the intersec-
tion if the roadside equipment includes a warning indicator
after transmitting the warning message to the first vehicle.

Continuing with reference now to FIG. 1, in general as a
driver approaches a traffic signal 106 at an intersection 100,
the driver encounters a dilemma zone 120, which is defined as
the area in which if the traffic signal 106 were to turn yellow,
the driver would not instantly and instinctively know whether
to stop or continue on. In exemplary embodiments, the size
and location of the dilemma zone 120 may vary with the age
and experience of the driver, with the driver’s familiarity with
the configuration of the intersection 100 and timing of the
traffic signal 106, and based upon other factors such as the
weather and road conditions.

In exemplary embodiments, a connected vehicle 1124 is
configured to activate a chime, or go tone, that would advise
the driver to continue through the intersection 100 when the
driver is in the dilemma zone 120. In exemplary embodi-
ments, the chime will only sound within 100 ms of the traffic
signal 106 changing yellow and if and only if the distance,
speed, probably traction conditions and congestion would
allow the vehicle 1124 to clear the intersection 100 safely. In
exemplary embodiments, the determination of whether to
active the chime accounts for the yellow and red clearance
times programmed for the approach to the intersection 100. In
one embodiment, determination of whether to active the
chime accounts for environmental conditions in the vicinity
of the intersection 100. The chime will only sound if the
vehicle 1124 is near the dilemma zone 120 at the instant the
traffic signal 106 changed to yellow, for example within 2
seconds of a safe stop point. In exemplary embodiments, the
driver of the vehicle 1124 will have the option to disable the
chime when driving familiar streets.

In exemplary embodiments, the determination of whether
to active the chime in a connected vehicle may be made by the
vehicle 1124 or by the roadside equipment 114. For example,
in one embodiment, the vehicle 1124 receives information
from the roadside equipment 114 regarding the changing
traffic signal 106 and based on the location and speed of the
vehicle 1124, the vehicle 1124 determines whether to active
the chime. In another embodiment, the roadside equipment
114 may instruct the vehicle 1124 to activate the chime based
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6

on the traffic signal plan and one or more readings from the
sensors 116 near the intersection 100.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
element components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

The flow diagrams depicted herein are just one example.
There may be many variations to this diagram or the steps (or
operations) described therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention. For instance, the steps may be per-
formed in a differing order or steps may be added, deleted or
modified. All of these variations are considered a part of the
claimed invention.

While the preferred embodiment to the invention had been
described, it will be understood that those skilled in the art,
both now and in the future, may make various improvements
and enhancements which fall within the scope of the claims
which follow. These claims should be construed to maintain
the proper protection for the invention first described.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing a red light violator warning, the
method comprising:

detecting that a first vehicle is about to violate a red light at

an intersection;

based on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate

the red light at the intersection:

broadcasting a warning message to all connected
vehicles in proximity of the intersection of a pending
red light violation; and

determining if the first vehicle is a connected vehicle;

based on determining that the first vehicle is a connected

vehicle, transmitting a notification message to the first

vehicle warning of a pending red light violation.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a connected vehicle is a
vehicle that comprises wireless communications equipment
capable of receiving messages from a roadside equipment.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

based on determining that the first vehicle is not a con-

nected vehicle and that the first vehicle is about to violate
the red light at the intersection, activating a warning
indicator at the intersection.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the warning indicator a
horn, a strobe light, or any other suitable device which is
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capable of alerting vehicles in proximity of the intersection of
the pending red light violation.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

based on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate
the red light at the intersection, activating a warning
indicator at the intersection.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the warning indicator a
horn, a strobe light, or any other suitable device which is
capable of alerting vehicles in proximity of the intersection of
the pending red light violation.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the notification message
instructs the first vehicle to take a warning action to warn
vehicles in proximity of the intersection of the pending red
light violation.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the warning action
includes at least one of the following:

flashing of the headlights of the first vehicle;

flashing of the turn lights of the first vehicle;

flashing of the brake lights of the first vehicle;

honking a horn of the first vehicle; and

activating the windshield wipers of the first vehicle.

9. A roadside equipment comprising:

a processor configured to operate a traffic signal for an
intersection, the processor configured to perform a
method comprising:

detecting that a first vehicle is about to violate a red light at
the intersection;

based on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate
the red light at the intersection:
broadcasting a warning message to all connected

vehicles in proximity of the intersection of a pending
red light violation; and
determining if the first vehicle is a connected vehicle;
based on determining that the first vehicle is a connected
vehicle, transmitting a notification message to the first
vehicle warning of a pending red light violation.

10. The roadside equipment of claim 9, wherein a con-
nected vehicle is a vehicle that comprises wireless commu-
nications equipment capable of receiving messages from the
roadside equipment.

11. The roadside equipment of claim 9, where the method
performed by the processor further comprises:

based on determining that the first vehicle is not a con-
nected vehicle and that the first vehicle is about to violate
the red light at the intersection, activating a warning
indicator at the intersection.

12. The roadside equipment of claim 11, wherein the warn-
ing indicator a horn, a strobe light, or any other suitable device
which is capable of alerting vehicles in proximity of the
intersection of the pending red light violation.

13. The roadside equipment of claim 9, where the method
performed by the processor further comprises:
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based on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate
the red light at the intersection, activating a warning
indicator at the intersection.

14. The roadside equipment of claim 13, wherein the warn-
ing indicator a horn, a strobe light, or any other suitable device
which is capable of alerting vehicles in proximity of the
intersection of the pending red light violation.

15. The roadside equipment of claim 9, wherein the noti-
fication message instructs the first vehicle to take a warning
action to warn vehicles in proximity of the intersection of the
pending red light violation.

16. The roadside equipment of claim 15, wherein the warn-
ing action includes at least one of the following:

flashing of the headlights of the first vehicle;

flashing of the turn lights of the first vehicle;

flashing of the brake lights of the first vehicle;

honking a horn of the first vehicle; and

activating the windshield wipers of the first vehicle.

17. A computer program product for providing a red light
violator warning, the computer program product comprising:

atangible storage medium readable by a processing circuit

and storing instructions for execution by the processing
circuit for performing a method comprising:

detecting that a first vehicle is about to violate a red light at

an intersection;

based on detecting that the first vehicle is about to violate

the red light at the intersection:

broadcasting a warning message to all connected
vehicles in proximity of the intersection of a pending
red light violation; and

determining if the first vehicle is a connected vehicle;

based on determining that the first vehicle is a connected

vehicle, transmitting a notification message to the first

vehicle warning of a pending red light violation.

18. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein a
connected vehicle is a vehicle that comprises wireless com-
munications equipment capable of receiving messages from a
roadside equipment.

19. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein
the notification message instructs the first vehicle to take a
warning action to warn vehicles in proximity of the intersec-
tion of the pending red light violation.

20. The computer program product of claim 19, wherein
the warning action includes at least one of the following:

flashing of the headlights of the first vehicle;

flashing of the turn lights of the first vehicle;

flashing of the brake lights of the first vehicle;

honking a horn of the first vehicle; and

activating the windshield wipers of the first vehicle.
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